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Canvas Tent Set Up Instructions 
 
 

1. Clear the area where you intend to set up the tent, of all sticks and sharp objects 
likely to puncture the flooring material. Do not set up under trees as branches can 
fall in bad weather and tents do not offer protection from heavy tree limbs. 

 
2. Unpack the tent canvas and lay it out flat on the ground. 

 
3. Peg the floor down using all peg loops, do not over stretch the floor, just pull tight 

at each corner. 
 

4. Drive the pegs into the ground at an angle of 45 degrees to the horizontal and the 
top of the peg sloping away from the tent. 

 
5. Unpack the poles and identify each piece which is number stamped on one end of 

each section. 
 

6. Sort the poles and identify the tent side roof poles and slide them into place using 
all loops on each edge. Use the attached sheet to identify poles and their location. 
DO NOT DROP POLES ONTO THE CANVAS AS THEY CAN EASILY CUT 
THE FABRIC. 

 
7. Once both side ridge poles are in place, push up the tent using the upright poles  

and tension the tent slightly. The poles must slope towards the centre of the tent 
from each edge. ( Refer to the pole sheet to identify correct poles) 

 
8. Take the centre ridge pole into the tent and using the correct upright poles, 

position the ridge pole. Support the centre of ridge pole with centre room divider 
poles identified in drawing. 

 
9. Extend the front awning using correct poles and set up awning poles. Guy rope all 

upright poles. Tension guy ropes to ensure water will run off roof sections. 
 

10. Tension all poles to achieve an even look to the tent without overstretching the 
fabric. Canvas will swell and contract during wet and dry weather so allow some 
flexibility for this to happen. 

 
11. To take down the tent, just reverse the above procedure, remembering to be 

careful with poles with spike ends do not pierce the canvas, and do not drop poles 
on the canvas or floor material. 
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